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HOPE TO END WAR IN CUBA.

OUTLOOK MORE PEACEFTUL.

NEGOTIATIONS ACTIVELY PROCEEDING
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND
MADRID.

FRESIDENT MEKINLEY CONFIDENT OF BEING
ABLE TO PREVENT A RUPTUNE-A CONCIL-
IATORY TONE MANIFESTED BY THE
BAGASTA CABINET — THE
BAGR ASKING RELIEF FOR
BTARVING CUBANS MAY
BE WITHHELD A

TEW

MES-

DAYS,

[BT TFLEGRAFH TO THE THINIXE]
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Washington, March 28.—FPresident MeKinley's |

Message to Congress transmitiing the report of
the Mainie Board of Inqulry bore out fully to-
day, In scope, tone and contents, the forecasts

of the Administration’'s programme which have |

been made for a week past In these dispatches,
The Message {tself was abszolutely formal in
character and confined in purpose to & matter-
of-fact recltal of the circumsiances under which
the Maine vislted Havang Harbor and a sum-
mary of the conciusions reached by the Board
which was asked to fix the respontibility for the
loss of the battle-ship. No refersnce of any
sort to the general situation in Cuba was ﬂ]“
lowed to creep into to-day’'s imunication
to the two houses, nor was any reconimendation
mnde to Congress except to awalt with conlness
and self-restraint the offer of reparation which
Epain is confldently expected to make for the
wanton destruction of a United States warship
on a peaceful misslon to one of her principal
ports. Bo discreet and dignified a treatment of
the Sumpson Board's report—a report whese
publication had been counted on by the radical
advocates of Intervention in Cuba to bring the

oo

two countries to the actual point of war—ecut the |

ground completely from under the feet of that
element in Congress which had hoped to make
the published findings a hasls for immediate and
sggressive leglslative action
A WISE MOVE BY THE PRESIDENT.

By shifting to Spain the oblization to fix her-
pelf the measura of her raspons ity for the
Malne's destruction, and thus leaving tbhe op-
tlon with this country to accept or not accept
the reparnilon offered, President McKiniey not
only put the Administration in & position
&ppeal to the opinion of the worid in case Spain
should refuse suitabie indernnification, but also
precluded the conslderation for the present of
any hasty or ill-considered ultlmatum leglsla-

tion by Congress

1o

That hoth houses received the Maine report :

sithout plunging at once Into debate on the
iasues ralsed by the findings is gratifying proof
of a dispositlon—hithertn too rarely exempli-
fled—to throw no positive obstructions In the
way of the Prosldent’s programme for dealing
with the tangled and tight-drawn skein of Span-

ish relations. For though Mr. Money, In his
epeech this afternoon in the Senate, showed
some signa of chafing at what he called the

“inutility” of the Admimstration’s schemes of
diplomucy, the Misslssipp! Sonator's protest
geamed to #ind only & feebls echo, and there is
probably little danger that the dellberative
branch of Congress, at least, will for the pres-
ent consent to any inlesference by leglslation
with the plans the P'resident Las fismed or may
frar.e for ending all dificulties with Spain
through peaceful negotiations,
THE TEMPER THE

The temper of the Hous2 of Hej
as disclosed In numerous expross
jons on the Message {rom
bera of that branch of Co
not so well disposed toward an ad
poliey which does not promise sp
tion in Cuba, regardiess of the chances of end-
ing the struzgle there by diplomatlec means.
Undoubtedly there is a strong feeling in the
House against embarking on any project which
contemplates the votilng of money to feed the
Cuban reconcentrades, if measures are not taken
eanourrently to put an end to the system of
concentration to which the existing misery and
destitution in the Island are dus,

Buat 1t 13 expected by the Administratlon that
when its newest pian for a peacsful soln
the Cubhan prob! g fully developed the pres-
Bura foo mors viol and radicul actl
gress wlll subside, and that the Executive De-
partment will be allowed to earry out its pro-
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gramms with.ut serious hindrance (n elther
house.
In aceordance with th's bellef, the Presi.

denit had almost reaclied the conclusion to-nigh*
to ahandon his purpose of sending at once to
Congress a Mes=age nsking an appropriation
of $H00,000 to be usad in relleving the suforings
of the reconcentrados, hut decided not to sub-
nit the plan by direct Government ald untll
the intentions of the authoritles are
discloscd more definitely to Congress and the
country. The Message appealing for funds to
guccor the starving non-combatants in Cuba
may still go to the two houses to-morrow, bhut
the chenres are decided!y agalist its transmis-
sion to the Capitol Inside the pre

That the Adminls kas with
fresh vigor into ne tions with the SEacastia
Cabinet, looking toward a peiace sotile
of the Cuban problem; ia plainly evident.
guccess of the Lihernl party
tiona to the Cortes 1s regardsd here as greatly
strengthening the hope of an amicable accomo-
dation of existing differences hetween Spaln and
the United States, and the Adminti:
renewed,  through Mini=ter Waoodf
added confidence, its effurts o
gasta Cabinet to the point of end!
Cuba by granting poiitl
’h-‘eurg-‘-urq of the most Bw ceping
character

It i3 as yet too early to divulge the detalls
of this new scheme of paclflcation, or 1o specu-
fate on the chances of It Indorscment hy
United Btaten and {13 acceptans
Insurgents. But §t §s certaln that In the nego-
tiations now actively In progress betwoen \\'.‘::-.h-
Ington and Madrid both Governments find re-
newed hopes and Urighter prospects of the
restoration of order In Cuba and the malnten-
ance of an honorable peace between Spaln and
the United States,
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LIEUT. NIBLACK GETS ANOTHER VESSEL.
CONDITIONAL PURCHASE OF A WARSHIP HBBEING
BUILT FOR A EROUTH

GOVERNMENT,

Berlln, March Lieutenant-Caommander
Niblack, the Unlted Btates Naval Attaché, has
returned Yere from Klel It iz understood he has
conditionally purchasgsd for the Unlted States
Government a protected crutzer bullding at the

AMERIOAN
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! zotiations
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and lberal |
1

|
| phana he,

| ress

|

| Chintge

Germania Yards for o Bouth American Govern- |

ment, and that he is considering the purchase of
& versel building at the Vess Yards, at Ham-
turg.

Rome, March 28.—The “Tribunc” announees
that a “superfor officer of the United States
IN:\?;" Is coming to Rome to negotiate for the
urenase of warshlps, apd thar after visit
g.;n;t.u‘.i:z ud;:mkz:;r-u he will wviaslt lht.-ale“:&
POLAXD “‘AT‘E_II; .IS-;T\\'D'R]" FOR PU
faons LRS! power Resaivad dally from Matne's
—hdvi 8. Clrculnys (gratis), Depot, 3 Purk PL

CONFERRING AT MADRID.

EXTRACT FROM THE MAINE REFPORT
COMMUNICATED TO MINISTER
GULLON,

TO DAY OENERAL WOODFORD WILL CONFER
WITH PREMIER BAGASTA AND HIS AD-
VISBRS—MINISTER MORET PBATS
THR BAROMETER 18 RISING.

Mnadrid, March 285.—T'nited Biates Minister

evening with Befior Gullon, the Foreign Minlster,
and communicated to him an extract from the

the Maine disaster.

To-morrow General Woodford will confer
with the Premier, Seflor Sagasta, and Sefiors
Gullon and Moret, the Forelgn and Colonial
Ministers.

The “IMarle’ quotes the Minister for the Colo-
nics, Sefjor Moret, as replying to A question of
the Minister of Marine, Admiral Bermejo, with
the remark:

“The storm econtinues, but the barometer is
rising.”

This ia regarded as meaning that the situa-
tlon 13 not so unfavorable to Spaln As It was.

The latest election returns ehow that 102
Ministerinlists, 45 Conservatives, T Romeristas,
15 Republenns and 3 Carlists have been slected.

Adviers from Havana show that four Au-
tonomists and two Conservatives have bheen
returned. |

The ofilclal newspapers ars somewhat optl-
mistic in thelr references to the “solution of the
Cuban difficulty,” although they emphasize the
opinien that the recrudescence of the Far Easi-
ern question Is unfavorable to Spain, “as dlvert-
ing the attentlon of the European Powers"

The “lmparcial” and the “Liberal” tn-Aay
agree in saying that the mediation of the Eu-
ropean Powers will be difficult, In view of the
erisis In the Far Eaet, adding:

“Anyway, Spain is able herself to resent in-
sults and repudiate unjust pretension.”

The “Liberal” also says:

“1f the United Stuntes desires to succor the
Cubans, the simplest means |s to eonflde the
mission to the Spani=h Red Cross, which was
recently helped in the same objset by France,

| Woodford had an important conference this |

SAYS IT WAS INTERNAL.

REPORT OF THE SPANISH COMMISSION
ON THE MAINE EXPLOSION.

HAXACTLY CONTRARY CONCLUSIONS FROM THOSB
OF THE AMELICAN OCOI'RT OF IN-
QUIRY REACHPED,

Washlngton, March 28, —A full eynopsia of the
report of the Spanish Naval Commission which
Investigated the destruction of the battle-ship
Maine s here giver hy the Associated Press.
It is taken from a copy of the original report,
which Is now on its way here from Havana, the

| s¥nopsis being cabled In the mean time and to-
report of the American Board of Inquiry Into

day placed in the hands of this Government.
The concluslons reached are directly opposite to
those in the report of the Court of Inguiry sub-
mitted to Congress to-day, The synopsis Is as
follows:

“The report contalna declarations made by
ocular witnesses and experts. From these state-
ments It elearly deduces and proves the absence
of all those attendant circumstances which are

| Invartally present on the oceasion of the ex-

Tussia, Hungary, Portugal, Venezuela and Ar- |

penting. Mhe Spanish Red Oross is well organ-
ized in Cublia, besldes many members are ready
to g0 thers from Spaln, Af necesaary.”

“ptowever, (f the Unlted States wants war let
Yer say so frankly and rot seek charitable or
humanitarian excusesa™

he Archbishop of Granada has (esusd o pas-
toral exhorting the people to raily round the
“hanner of faith, which Is always that of the

nish Motherland,” and, “forgetting all dis-

to form a s body for the common de-

He adds: “Spain has still oceualt ener-
g'es which, in the days of Napolean, by a vie-
tary which surprigsed Burope, lald the foundation
for the prison of St, Helent. Let not our pres-
ent misfortunes dlsmay us.
tives In her gons"

london, March 20
of “The Daily Mail" glves a verslon of the ne-
between  1Unlied  States  Minister
Wondford and the Epanish Cabinet lnst wesk
differing somewhnt from that given yestorday
s *Phe Standard's” Madrid correspondent. He
LHEEH

“The note which General Woodford presented
on Wednesday was of & cnmminatory nature.
It demanded that Spain put an end to the war in
Cuba Immediately, apltulating the damage
done to American and further hinting
thut 1he wir was g ‘1o the publie heaith
of the 'nited Siates, the continuil smuggling
eopsts of Cuba and Florida being

The genius of Spaln |

ploston of a torpodo.
“The evidence of witnosses comparatively close
to the Malne at the moment is to the effect that

Kinley.

zines.

only one exploslon oceurred; that no eolumn of |

water was thrown in the air; that no shock to

the side of the nearcst vessel was felt, nor on |
land was any vibration noticed, and that no dead |

fish were found.

“The evidence of the senlor plint of the harbor
is that thers {s abundance of fish In the harbor,
and this !s corroborated by other witness=es,
The assistant eaginesr of works states that after
explosions made during the execution of works
in the harhor he Yas aiwaye found dead fish,

*“The divers were unable to examine the bot-
tom of the Maine, which was buried In the mud,
but a careful examination of the sides of the
vesgel, the rents and breaks, in which all paint
nllif“_"'ITIL ghows, without a doubt, that that ex-
plosion was from the ingide.

“A minute ex
harbor around
slgn of the action of a torpedn,
(Wudge-Advoeate) of the Commilssion can find no
precedent for the explosion of the storage maza-
zine of a vessel by a torpedo.

“The report makes olear that, owing to the
gpecial pature of the procoedings following
and the abaolute respect shown for the extri-
territoriality of the Malne, the Commission has
bieen prevented from making such an examing-
tion of the inside of the vessel as would deter-
nilne even the hypothesis of the internal origin
of the accident, This Is to he atiributed to the
regrettable refusal 1o permit the pecessary co-
aperation of the Spanish' Cormn lon, both with
the commander and crew of Malne and the
different Amecican offfcers commissioned to in-
vestigate the causes of the aocldent, and later
ot with those employed in salvage* work,

“The report finlshes by siating that an exam-

the vessel shows absolutely no

ination of the inside and outs if tha Milne
ag soon a4 &uch examination m bt piEs) i A8
algo of the whera the vessel rests, wiil

prove that, gu tig the remains (of the wredk)

not to be to r partiaily alterad, In the
process of 1 the explosion wWas un-
doubtedly due to pome Intérior cause.

e
BRITISH ADVICE TO EPAIN.

{ EHE WOULD DO WELL TO BE WISE IN TIME—-

Tha Madrid correspondent |

ins 6f conve £ the vellow fever,
Spain's reply was getic, 1t declared that
the war ! 1 e ended long ago but |

moril help ‘and suppurt the
illy recelving from the
Spanish note complained of
the policy folinw by the Unlied States in de-
e from Spaln the termination of a war
vhich the United States were virtually main-
taining by the j senee of a squadron in the
neichborkeod of Cuba, and by organlzing suecor
tor the reconeentradoa in . manner that would
be offensive to any nation, a8 well as by keeping
in Havana a C ul who s publlely the agent
and representative of the rebnls,

“Puldle opinion rejecis all 1dea of vielding
anid appares neither deslres por fears ware
with the United States, Yer Spaln knows she

I8 confrofited with the most serions conflict sha

las had to fuce since the Napoleonic wars. There
iw yn ombisous ahsence of exeltement among the
people » ane taple |s the possibliity of war.

1t {2 the calm before the storm, which will break
when the American ultimatum comes”
P —

CONGRESSMEN SEE THE PRESIDENT.
THEIR OBJECTIONS TO FURTHER DFELAY EX-
PRESSED,

Washington, March 28 —A number of Senators
and Hepresentatives of both parties ranferred
with the President at the White House to-
nilght, It 1= sald that the opinlon expressed hy
most of those who talked with Mr. McKinley
was that Congress was inelined to object to fur-
ther delay In the settlerient of the Spanish situ-
atlon, and that unless the next Messags Was
mors definite the radical members could not be
held in check. At the meeting of the Senate
Committes on Forelgn Relatlons on Wednesday
Senator Frye will move that the committee re-
maln in continuous session until the questions
relating to the Malne, Cuba and Spain are set-
tled. Mr. Foraker will introduce to-mmorrew a
resolution recognizing the independence of Cuba.
— -
BODIES FROM THE MAINE.
GOES ON RAPIDLY AND EFFEC-

FOUR MORE
LELIEF WORK
TIVELY IN CUBA.

Havara, March 28 —Three bodles have heen
recovered to-day from the Malne wreck, and

one was recovered yvesterday.

Ir. Gorden, a well-known resident Spanish
phye has bLeen gelected by Consul-General
Laes,
tander y Trutos to take charge of the Lee Or-
In succession to Dr. Lesser, who has
sNeow-York Everything promises to
waork smoothiy, Estimates are belng made for
{mprovements and additions, which will be car-
ried out qulckly, If not toq expensive.

Special Commissioner Louls Klopach ia In re-
colpt of frequent telegrams from the rellef train
that is bearing supplies Into the interior. There
has been no Interruption in its succeasful prog-
Twenty villuges have teen succored In
the Provinee of Santa Clara, and to-day trains
started from Clenfucgos and Cardenas.

——

E 1o

AN ALTERED TONE IN VIENNA.
_I-it.'uroi‘;:-"TlﬂNB or INTERVENTION CHANGED TO

MEDIATION.

It 18 remarked that the In-
gnired  dispatches, emanating from Vienna,
which for a long time have suggested Furopean
intervention in behalf of Spaln, have, since the
eplsia reached an acule stage, peen toned
down to suggestions of medintion,

e
SPAIN BUY3 TII YACHT GIRALDA.
8H 1 WAS OFFERED TO THE pNITED STATES, BUT
PECLINED- SOLD FOR $300,000,

London, March 28.—A London broker, who had
an option on H. L. B MoCalmont's steel yacht
(3iralda, says thit she was sold to-day to fApnin
for about L60,000.  She {4 pow at Barcelona.

Last woek she was offerad 80 the United States
Government, but was deciined. 5];1'3 ;‘;m:huli":
under the supervision of the i r:‘u mw>
and fitted fur elght guns. She now Carres (U
Maxims and two Hot 58 guns and can ¢
the occan & & speed of twenty-two knots

London, March 5.

IDENT M'KINLET,

FRAISE FOR PR

Londen, March 20.—“The Dally News" says
ed|tarially this morning:
“Again the unsxpectad has haprened.  Ae-

jean correspondent’s report
desconded upon the

cording to our Am
the spirit of peacs
Ameriean people, apparently on the bellef that
Ttnited States Minister Woodfard has sent a
dlspatch contalninz that Spain Is

has

ASSUTATIONS

from Cuba and thus glie the Island effective
autonomy, if not Independenee

“1f thls be true, it throws the Maine disaster
into 1ts due perapective by glving America due
sntisfaction on the larger lasue Yot there are
sUi11 unecertalnties. The Prezident’s message un-
doubtedly suggests some kind of reparation.
Then thera Is the question of Cupa’s future,
which is expected tn be dealt with in to-morrow’s
Prealdential Message.

sioneral Woodford's dispatech comes just in
time to determine the character of that commu-
nieation, The situation may thus be summar-
{zed: The United States are willing to stifle thelp
pasentment for the loss of the Maine If they re-
celve satisfactlon with regard to the Cuba of
the future. It |8 a generous compromise, and
Spain will do well to be wise il i

wPhe Dally Graphie® saya: “Pre ant MeKin-
ley's Message 18 the work of A man « f character
and a statesman. Its moderation, perfect fafr-
ness and un-American avoldanca of alli emational

verhosity must eommand the gvmpathies of the
civilized world, The I'nited States are fortunate
{n having & man of this callbre at thelr head at
this moment.

“His dignlfied appeal should strike a respon-
glve chord in Spaln, who cannot Aafford to be
lesa handsome than this ‘Americano.’ The Mes-
gage i§ an olive branch and leads us to ata h
more importance than we otherwise should 1o
rumors af & peaceful solutlon.”

wThe Btandard” says: “With a report so In-
conchisiva and a Presidential Massage so cordial
toward Spain, the latter should he able to make
suitable nmends. Therafore war on that lasue
need not be apprehended,  Still the situation is
excecdingly gprave
mise emanate from America.
Let the United States continue in thelr
Thelr interesta in Cnba, humnni-
ot great enough to

passed.
patient mood
tarian or commercial, are t
make it v@:th their while to break the peace
of the world."”
“The Times”
Message 18 temperate
ought to wound the feeling
ceptible gpanlard. It has
the anticipations that I
gauntlet. This is a Jistinet gain. It must he
admitted, with every desire to excuse Spain’s
reluctance 1o yiald to pressure, that we cannnt
refuse our sympathy to the Amerioan peaple
“1¢ guch an incident as the Maine's destruc-
tion had happened o us It would have been
very difficult even tor Englishmen to preserve
thelr boasted calm. We share the grict at the
loss of a noble vessel and her crew, and we ad-
mire ‘he patlence and reserve of a democratie
Government under provocation and public ex-
cltement. The sentiments of England for Amer-
jca, which we hope are reciprocated, are ex-
resead In the Laureate’'s cordial verses.”
Proceeding to dilate upon the ‘“nocessity for
American support In the Far East, where both
England and America are ardently interested
in keeping open trade,” the editorial says:
“For thiz reason, if for no other, we should
deeply regret to see Ametica lnvolved In n
wiar with Spaln which eould be of advantage
to nelther and must cripple the strength of
both."
Gearge W. Smalley, the New-Yark correspond-
ent of “The Times,'” says:
“Whatever happens, to-day
tor Preaident MeKinley Whatever truth there
15 In the varlous rumors. Sefior Sagasta can ac-
cept to-day what he could not accept yesterday.
The elections have made him master of Spaln.
The President 18 master here, Hoth desire peace.
Why should there be wiir? There la no doubt
that the Nation will socept Mr. McKinley's policy.
He has made American diplomacy and Influenca
respected and geems likely to ga.ln without war
miore than wWar could have given.'
—
T TOUT U0, 20RO
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taken by the Court was also made public.

MAINE REPORT IN CONGRESS

PRESIDENT M'EKINLEY TRANSMITS THE COURT OF INQUIRY'S
FINDINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY A MESSAGE.

THE BATTLE-SHIP WAS BLOWN UP BY A MINE AT HAVANA.

CALMNESS AND DELIBERATION ON THE PART OF CONGRESS URGED BY THE
PRESIDENT, WHO FEELS CONFIDENT THAT SPAIN WILL DO WHAT JUS-
TICE AND HONOR DICTATE-THE REPORT AND MESSAGE RE-
FERRED TO COMMITTEE IN BOTH HOUSES WITHOUT DEBATE.

The findings of the Court of Inquiry which tnvestigated the destruction of the battle-
ship Malne in Havana Harbor were transmitted to Congress yesterday by DPresident Me-
The Court finds, as had been foreshadowed, that the ship was blown up by a
mine under the port slde, and that this exploslon set off two or mare of the forward maga-
The Conrt was unable to find evidence fixing the responsibillty. upon any person or

Captain Sigsbee and his officers are exonerated from all blame.

The evidence

President MeKinley In his Message urges deliberate conslderation on the part of Con-

gress.

He says that the findings of the Court and the views of this Government thereon

hase been communicated to the Spanish Government, and he has no doubt that such actlon
as honor and a sense of justice dictate will be taken.

The Message and report were referred to committees withont debate.

In the House

come resentment was expressed by the radical members, who desired that more vigorous

action should be taken.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGH.
Washington, March 28 —Prealdent MeKinley
st noon to-day transmitted to Congress the
findings of the Court of Inquiry which Inves-
tigated the blowing up of the battle-ship Maine

| in Havana Harber, accompanled by the follow-

ination of the bottom of the |

Ing message!
To the Cengress of the United States:

For same time prior to the visit of the Malne
to Havana Harbor our consular representatives
pointed out the advantages to flow from tha
vislt of National ships to the Cuban waters, In
arcustoming the peaple to the presence of our
flag as a symbol of goodwill, and of our ships
in the fulfilment of the mission of protection
tn Amerlcan interests, even though no immedl-
ate nead therefor might exist.

Acenrdingly on the 24th of January last, after
conference with the Spanish Minister, in which
the renewal of visits of our war vessels to Span-
{sh waters was dlscussed and accepted, the penin-
sular authoritles at Madrid and Havana were
advised of the purposa of this Government to
resume friendl¥ naval visits to Cuban ports,
and that, in that view, the Matae would forth-
with call at the port of Havana. This announce-
ment was recelved by the Spanish Government

| with appreciation of the friendly character of

the visit of the Main2, and with notlficatlon of
an Intention to return the court:sy by gending
Span'th*ships .to the principal ports of the
United® Btatess Meanwhila, the Malne entered
the port of Havana on the 25th of January, her
arrival baing marked with no speclal incident
besides the exchange of customary salutes and
ceremaontal visite,

te Maine continued in the harbor of Ha-
vana du-lnz the three weeks following her ar-
rival. No appreclable excitement attended her
gtay: on the contrary, & feeling of rellef and
eonfidence followed the resumption of the long-
fnterrupted friendly Intercourse. Bo noticeabls

willing, under conditlons, to withdraw her troops | was this immediate effect of her visit that the

Consul-General strongly urged that the pres-
enre of our ships in Cuban waters should be
kept up by retaining the Malne at Havana, or,
in the event of her recall, by sending another
veusel thera to take her place,

At forty minutes past nine
of the 15th of February the Maine was de-
stroyed by an explosion, by which the en-
tre forward part of the ship was utterly
wrecked, In  thls catastrophe two officers
and 2644 of her crew perished; those who wera
not killed outright by her explosion being
penned Letween decks by the tangle of wreckage
and drowned by the Immediate sinking of the
hull. Prompt assistance was rendered by the
neighboring vessels anchored in the harbor, ald
being especlally glven by the boats of the Bpan-
{sh crulser Alphonso XII and the Ward Line
gteamer Clty of Washington, which lay not far
dlstant, The wounded were generously cared
for by the authorities of Havana, the hospitals
belng frealy opened to them, while the earllest
rocavered hodles of the dead were Interred by the
municipality in a publle cemetery in the elty.
Tributes of grief and sympathy were offered
from all officlal quarters of the island.

The appalling calamity fell upon the people of
our eountry with erushing force, and for a briet
time an intense excltemart prevalled, which, in
a community less Just and self-controlled than
aurs, might have led to hasty acts of blind re-
gentment.  This spirit, however, goon gave wWay
tn the ealmer processes of reason and to the re-

in the evening

| gelye to Inyestigate the facts and await material

All the reparts of comprao- |
The danger is not |

and contains nothing that |

verified
o would throw down the |

proof before forming a judgment as to the cause,
the responsibliity, and, If tha facts warranted,
the remedy due. This course necessarily recom-
mended Itself from the outset to the Executive,
for only in the light of a dispasslonately ascer-
tafned certalnty could it determine the nature
and measure of 1ts full duty in the matter,

The usual procedure was followed, as in all
cases of casually or disaster to Natlonal vessels
of any maritime State. A naval Court of Inquliry
was at once organized, composed of officers well
qualified by rank and practical experience to
discharge the onerous duty imposed upon them.
Alded by n strong foree of wreckers and divers,
the Court proceeded to make a thorough Investl-
gation on the spot, employing every available
means for the impartial and exact determination
of the causes of the explosion, Its operatlons
have been conducted with the utmost delibera-
tton and judgment, and while Independently
pursued, no source of information was neglected,
and the fullest opportunity was allowed for a
simultaneous investigation by the Spanish au-
thorities.

The finding of the Court of Inquiry was
reached after twenty-three daya of continuous
labor, an the 21st of March Instant, and having
been approved on the 22d by the Commander-
in-Chief of the United States naval force of the
North Atlantie station, was transmitted to the
Executive.

It is herswith lald before the Congress, to-
gether with the voluminous testimony taken
before the Court. Its purport is, in brief, as
follows:

When the Maine arrived in Havana she was
conducted by the regular Government pllot
to Buoy No. 4. to which she was moored in
trom five and one-half to six fathoma of water.
The state of discipline on board and the con-
dition of her magazines, bollers, coal bunkers
and storage compartments are passed In review,
with the conclusion that excellent order pre-
valled, and that no indlcatlon of any cause
for an internal exploslon existed In any quar-
ter.

At 8 o'clock In the evening of February 105
everything had been reported secure, and all
was quiet. At forty minutes past nine o clock
the vessel was suddenly destroyed. There wers
two distinet explosions, with a brief Interval
between them, The Arst lifted the forward
part of the ship very perceptibly; the second,

which wns more open, prolonged and of greater

Oontinmed em Sevemth Fage.
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THE MAINE COURT'S REPORT.

The following I8 the full text of the report of
the Court of Inquiry: !
United States Steamship Iowa,
First Raie,
Key West, Fla, Monday, March 21, 1808,

After full and mature consideration of all the
testimony before it the Court Ands as follows:

(1.) That the T'nited States battle-ship Malne
arrived In the harbor of Havana, ("uba, on the |
25th day of January, 1898, and was taken to |
buoy No, 4, In from flve and one-half to six
fathoms of water. by the regulir government
pllat,  The United States Consul-Gieneral at
Havana had notified the authorities at that |
placa, the previous evening, of the intended ar-
rival of the Maine,

() The state of dlsclpline nrn board the Malne
was excellent, and all orders and regulations
in regard to the care and safety of the ship
wers strictly carried out. All ammunition was
atowed In accordance with preseribed {nstrues
tions, and proper care was taken whenever am-
munition was handied. Nothing was stowed In |
any one of the magazines or shellronms which
was not permitted to he stowed there. The
magazines and shillrooms were always 1oc kuv!‘
after having been opened, and after the de- |
atruction of the Maine the keys were found In |
thelr proper place in the Captain’s cabin, every-
thing having been reported secure that evening
at S o'clock.

Tha temperaturs of the magazines and sheli-
rooms was taken daily and reported. The only
magazine which had an undue amount of heat
wage the after 10-inch magazine. and that did
not explode at the time the Maina was de-
stroyed.  The torpedo warheads wers all stowed
In the after part of the ship under the ward-
room, and nelther caused nor participated in
the destruction of the Malns, The dry gun-cot-
ton primers and detonators were stowed in the
cabin aft and remote from the scene of the ex-
ploston. Waste was carefully looked after on
the Maine to obviate danger. Speclul orders In
regard to thls had been glven by the command-
ing officer. Varnishes, dryers, aleohol, and other
combustibles of this nature were gtowed on or
above the maln deck, and could not have had
anything to do with the destruction of the
Maline,

The medleal stores were stowed aft under
the wardroom and remote from the scene of
the explosion. No dangernus stores of any kKind
were stowed below in any of the other store-
rooms.

The eoal bunkers wers Inspacted dally. 0t
those bunkers adjacent to the forward maga-
zines and shellrooms, four were empty, namely:
“p i B4 BS BGT “A 15" had been in use
that day, and “A 16" was full of New River
enal. This coal had been carefully inspected
before recelving it on board, The bunker In
which It was etowed was accessible on three
sldes at all times, and the fourth side at this
time, on account of hunkera “B 4" and "B 6"
being empty. This bunker, “A 14, had been
{nspected that day by the englneer officer on
duty. The fire-alarms In the bunkers were In
working nrder, and thers had never bheen a case
of spontaneous combustion of coal on board the
Malne,

The two after bollers of the ship were In use
at the time of the disaster, but for auxillary
purposes only, with a comparatively low pres-
sure of steam, and being tended by a reliable
watch. These hollers could pot have caused |
the explosion of the ship, The four forward
boflars have since been found by the divers, and |
are in a falr conditlon.

On the night of the destruction of the Malna
everything had been reported secure for the
night at 8 p. m,, by rellable persons through the
proper authorities, to the commanding officer.
At the time the Maine was destroyed the ship |
was qulet, an therefore, least liable to acci-
dent caused by movements from those en
board.

EXPLOSIONS.

(8) The destruction of the Malne occurred
at forty minutes past nine in the evening, on the
156th day of February, elghteen hundred and
rinety-eight, In the harbor of Havana, Cuba,
she being at the time moored to the same buoy
to which she had heen taken upon her arrival
Thera were twn explogions of a distinctly dif-
ferent character, with a very short but distinet
interval between them, and the forward part ot
the ship was Hfted to a marked degree at the
time of the first explosion. The first explosion
was more in the nature of a report, llka that
of a gun, while the second explosion was more
open, prolonged, and of greater volume. This
second explosion was, In the opinion of the
Court, ceused by the partial explosion of two
or more of the forward magazines of the Maine,

CONDITION OF THE WRECK.

The evidence bearing upon this, being prin-
cipally obtained from divers, did not enable the
Court to form a definite conclusion as to the con-
ditlon of the wreck, although it was established
that the after part of the ship was practically
intact and sank in that condition a very few |
minutes after the Aeatruetion of the forward
part. The following facts in regard to the for-
ward part of the ship are, however, ¢stablished
by the Lestimony:

That portion of the port side af the protective
deck which extends from about frame a0 to
about frame 41 was blown up aft and over to
port. The main deck from about frame 30 to
about frame 41 ws blown up aft and siightly
over to starboard, folding the forward part of
the middle superstructure over and on top ot
the after part. This was, in the opinion of the
Court, caused by the partial exploslon of twe
or more of the forward magazines of the Maine.

(5) At frame 17 the outer shell of the ship
trom & point eleven and one-half feet from the
middle line of the ship, and glx feet above the
keel when In its normal position, has been forced

Coptinued on Seventh Page.

THE EVIDENCE CONCLUSIVE.!
MAINE EXPLOSION EXTERNAL'

TESTIMONY TAKEN BY THE COURT OF
INQUIRY.

-

THE FACTE RELATED ET CAPTAIN SIOSREE, WIS
OFFICERS AND THE DIVERS SHOW THAT
THE DISASTER COULD NOT HAVE
BEEN DUE TO ANY INTERNAL
CAUSE-THE POSITION
QF THE SHIP NOT

CHANGED.

Washington, March 28— The [mmense mass of
testimony taken by the Maine Court of Inquiry
was sent to the Senate to-Aay with the Presl-
dent's Message, and, with hefindingsaof the Cours,
was referred to the Committes on Forelgn Re-
lationa. The teatimony was taken on eighteen
different days, the fourteenth Jday, however, he=
Ing devoted to viewing the wreck,. Every wits
ness who was known to have any Information
that could throw light upon the great disaster
was ealled to give hia tastimony. The story of
the destruction of the vessal |2 told, not graphl-
cally, but In a manner which glves all the ob-
tainable facis, No technieal detall s omitted,
Every mov nt and incldent connected with
the Malne from the time she left Key West until
the last diver examined the wreck, slowly sinke
Ing In the mud of Havana Harbor, is given,

1t Is & story intensely interesting to the Amert=

! ghip arrlv

ean people. Those who read |t can have little
doubt as to whether there was an Intérnal or eg-
ternal explosion. Perhaps the mest significant
testimony 18 that zhowing the hottom plates on
the port sids of the ill-fated Maine to be bent

| fnward and upward, a resuit that hardly could
| have fallowed anything save an explosion from

the outside. A mass of testimony I8 submitted
showlng the eare exer~sed on board the ship
by Captain Slgsbes and his officers, and the ap-
parent lmposaibillty of the accldent occurring
by any Internal cause, such as the heating of
the bunkers, spontansous combustion, or from
other causes upon which so many theories were
based,

The testimony nf Captaln Sigshes i of the
greatest importance, and (s, perhaps, of more gens
eral interest than that of any other mancalled be«
fore the Board. With great care and minute-
nogs he glves an account of the management of
the ship, how she was handled, what was done
from day to day on board, how she salled Into
Havana, her anchorags and what he knew ahout
it. and in fact every point upon which the Gova
crnment and the eountry desires to be informed,
Nothing In Captain Sigsbes's testimony shows
that the anchorage was changsd or that it was
considered dangerous by any one,

&ocond to the importance of the testimony of
Captain Sigsbee |4 that of Ensign Powelson, who
had chargs of the divers, and knew from day to
duy what these divers found. Thia officer wan
minutely Informed as to the construction of
the Malne and everything about her. His testi-
mony was, to f certaln extent, technieal, bear-
ing upon the construction of the ship, her plates,
ote., but 1t was from these plates and this tech-
nical knowledge that he was able to declare that
the explosion took place from the nutside,

The divers, Morgan, Olsen and Smith, all con=
tributed important evidence. They testified
that the plates were bent inward on the bottom
port slde and outward on the starhoard side.

The story of the explosion 18 tuld by different

witnesses and adds lirtle to what Captain Bige-

bee and Commander walnwright related.
Nothing In the testimony fixes responsibllity,
no conspiracy is apparent, no knowledge of the
planting of a mine 18 shown. Captain Sigehee
states that a somewhat bitter teeling existed
against the American ships and Americans gen-
erally, and a witness, whose name |8 suppressed,
tells of overhearing a conversation between
Spanish officers and a eitizen indicating & fore-
knowledge of the destruction of the Malne and
an intentlon to blow her up. An official of the
American Consulate tells of information received
anonymously tending to show that a consplracy
exlated. But nothing Is definitaly stated which
fixes any responsiblilty upon Spain or her subs

jects,
e

THE TERTIMONY IN DETAIL.

FFICERS OF THE MAINE, DIVERS AND
OTHERS BEFORE THE COURT
OF INQUIRY.
washington, March o8 —The most important
features of the testimony taken by the Malne
Court of Tnquiry are as follows:
CAPTAIN SIGRBEE'S STORY.

estifylng before the Court of
4 {n the Harbor of l:lm

dnv, February 2L, said that he assumed com-
:E::: of the Maine on April 10, 1897, and that his
>4 in the harvor of Havana the last time
January 24, 1585, The authorities at Havana knew
of the Maine's coming, Consul-General Lee having
informed the authorities, according to official cus-
After he took on an official pilot sent by the
Captain of the Port of Havana, the ship was
berthed th the man-of-war anchorage off the Mo-
ohina, or the Shears, which according to his under-
was ane of the regular buoys of the place.
ated that he had been in Havana in
1878, He could not state whather
the Maine was paced In the usual berth for mens-
of-war, but sald that he had heard remarks sinee
the explosion, using Captain Btevens, temporarily
in command of the ward line steamer Clty of
washington, as authority for the statement that he
had pever known in all his experience, which cow-
ered vislts (0 Havana for flve or six years, A man-
of-war to ba anchored at that buoy; that he had
rarely known merchant vessels to be anchored
there, and that it was the |east-used buoy In the
harbor. In describing the surroundings when first
moored to his buoy, Laptaln Slgsbes stated that the
Spanish man-of-war Alphonse X1I was moored In
the position now occupled by the Fern, about two
hunidred and fAfty yards to the northward and west-
ward of the Maine. The Gévman ship Gnlesenauw
was anchored at the berth now oceupled by the
Spanish man-of-war Segaspe, which Is about four
hundred yards about dus north from the Maine. Ha
then located the German man-of-war Charlotte,
which came into the harbor a day or two later,
which was anchored to the southward of the
Muine's berth about four hundred or five hundred

yards
THE NIGHT OF THE EXPLOSION.

(4]

Captain Blgshee, In t
Tnquiry which sonvene

tom.

standing.
o then st
1872 and agaln in

In descriving the surroundings at the time of the
explosion, Captain Sigsbee stated that the night was
enlm and still, The Alphenso XI11 was at the same
berth,  The smail Spanish dispatch-boat Begaspe
had coms out the day before and taken the berth
occupied by the German man-of-war, the Gnieser
nau, which had left. The steamer ity of Wash-
ington was anchored ahout two hundred yards
the south and east of the Maine's stern, sightly
on the port quarter. ‘The Maine coclal at Key
West, taking on about ens Lundred and ffty tons,

| the coal being regularly inspected and taken from

the Government coal plle.  This coal was placed
generally in the forward bunkers. No report was
received from the chisf engineer that any coal
had been too long In the bunkers, and that the fire
alarms In the hunkers were sensftive.

Concerning the regulations regarding inflamma-
bles and paints on board, Captain Sigsbee testl-
fled that the regulations wera strictly carried out
in regard to stowage, and that the waste also
subjected to the same careful disposition,
situation of the paintroom, he fixed it
“ayes of the ship,” just below the
extreme forward compartment.
position of Inflammables, they

chests, according to regulations, and when
m-mmmdemmﬁwﬂ.
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